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This pdf version contains:

•   Exhibition documentation, hand-out, video 
transcription and poster.

1.  A drawing featured in The model organism and 
her plastic response

2.  The model, the monster; a commissioned text by 
Audrius Pocius

3.  A scanned drawing of a Daphnia giving birth.

4.  The design of a tool to draw parts of The model  
organism and her plastic response in the same 
composition or an entirely different one.

5.  Two pages from Science is fiction: The films 
of Jean Painlevé, MIT Press, 2000 – The texts 
are by Jean Painlevé, a French filmmaker 
born in 1902 who specialised in scientific 
documentaries of marine life and made 
uniquely unclassifiable works, sometimes 
called “scientific-poetic cinema”. One page is 
a text titled Neo-Zoological Drama. The other 
is a text related to a short film titled Hyas and 
Stenorhynchus.

6.  YouTube video’s to be viewed with the sound 
muted. 

7.  A scanned drawing, showing a plastic Ziplock 
bag – Jean Painlevé captures the lives of 
subjects such as sea urchins or sea horses in 
their underwater habitat in a highly up-close 
and engaging manner. In some cases the end 
is marked by arranging these subjects to spell 
out the word ‘FIN’, thereby changing them from 
active lead characters into utilitarian tools to 
notify the viewer about the end of the dramatic 
narrative. The drawing depicts a half-full bag 
of water containing the outlines of water fleas 
(all of them number 17 from the drawing tool) 
together spelling the word ‘FIN’. 
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Brigitte Louter

The model organism 
and her plastic response
The transparent and responsive nature of 
water fleas makes them bound to be nature 
documentary stars. A great gauge to test wa-
ter quality. A perfect model organism. With 
many key assets like the production of rest-
ing eggs. A resting egg in an ephippium, sur-
rounded by a protective casing. Development 
suspended. A time capsule sinking to the bot-
tom of a weedy pond to stay there between 
one season and 700 years, waiting for favor-
able circumstances. Covered by sediment 
until extracted as part of a sediment core. A 
flexible connection between times. The am-
bient temperature and sound filtered by the 
enclosure, providing a comfortable stability 
of temperature and a muffled echo. Like the 
adaptive bellows protecting the joint of an 
articulated bus. A flexible structure stuck be-
tween two rigid sections. Increasing the bus’s 
capacity while ensuring smooth twists and 
turns to maintain passenger comfort. From 
its bulkhead mount and capture strip to the 
roof cover or false ceiling. Her upper hip boot 
mounting. Tongue in groove extrusion mount-
ing. Fastener free pocket. A belly that contin-
uously flexes and protects.

In a brief moment the flexing of the bellow 
becomes an impossible extension when freed 
from the rigid sections and load, and the wa-
ter flea displays an unprecedented behavior, 
moving the observer.

Brigitte Louter’s artistic practice encom-
passes installation, sculpture, drawing and 
occasionally moving components, using any 
material that suits her. She is interested in 
humanity’s continuous attempts to order, 
measure and map everything in search for 
world understanding. A search that can exist 
in a small act or a megalomaniac gesture. 
The failures inherent to these pursuits are at 
the centre of her work. With an attention for 
(im)practicality, (im)possibility and (in)visi-
bility, she hopes to create curious narratives 
that are structured by slippery and absurd 
logic. Often (mis)using visual elements and 
solutions used in data visualization, educa-
tional contexts and measuring instruments.

Louter participated in the P/////AKTPOOL 
program in 2019 (the resulting publication 
is available here) and we have been actively 
following her practice since. From her resi-
dency at de Ateliers onwards she has been 
researching the life and times of Daphnia 
(also commonly known as water fleas) from 
which she developed a new series of works, 
part of which will be shown at P/////AKT as 
an installation and will also find its way into 
Special Case #1—a new series of collectible 
‘dossiers’ that will come in an archive box as 
well as a downloadable pdf and will contain 
text, documentation and materials related 
to the artists’ surrounding thoughts and the 
presentations themselves. We expect to 
have the first edition ready for you by the 

Credits: Wim van Egmond (micro video foot-
age) and Michelle Chang Qin (narrator)

6 July—3 September, Thursday—Sunday, 14—18 hrs
(from 6—31 August by appointment only)
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June 2023

In January 2023 sediment was taken from a shallow pond using a (133,3 mm diameter) wide-
bore core sampler, suitable for undisturbed sediment samples. It was kept in a cold and 
dark room. Dormant eggs were collected from the sediment core. They were hatched, and 
propagated clonally. The neonates of a single clone were asexually propagated for eighteen 
generations under fluorescent lights (12 hours light, 12 hours dark), in four liter aquaria at 
20°. Three times a week the specimen were fed with shellfish diet 1800®. An individual 
specimen with a good level of transparency and lack of abnormalities that carried embryos in 
the brood chamber, was selected for observation.

Behavior:  Locomotion - forward swimming
Description:  Moving along a linear path by beating second antennae in rapid and erratic 
  movements to propel through the water and avoid sinking.

Behavior:  Locomotion - circular swimming
Description: Swift locomotion in a spiraling path, moving appendages in a beating fashion.
  Typically associated with feeding activities. 

Behavior:  Feeding
Description:  Moving phyllopods, or leaf-like feeding legs, in a sweeping motion. Generating 
  water current that captures and filters suspended food particles to direct  
 them to mouth. Crushing and grinding the particles with mandibles.

Behavior:  Defecating
Description:  Somewhat extending abdomen to open posterior end. Expelling fecal pellets.

Behavior:  Predator avoidance 
Description:  Changing body shape by developing protective tail spines, a helmet and neck 
  teeth.

Behavior:  Releasing offspring
Description:  Opening brood chamber after a series of contractions, releasing hatchlings 
  one by one into open water, where they promptly swim away from the mother.

Behavior:  Inactive
Description:  Remaining motionless in space. Momentary pause of locomotor activity.  
 Decreased perfusion. Rapidly sinking to the bottom of the observation  
 chamber.

Behavior:  Exploring
Description:   Gliding left and right in a deliberate motion. Realizing a change from the 

observational chamber to the smooth and flat surface of a microscope 
slide. Gently sweeping the surface of the slide with appendages for tactile 
investigation.

Behavior:  Looking back
Description:  Focusing the singular compound eye onto the microscope. The compound 
  eye, made up of hundreds of ommatidia, each with their individual lenses that 
   angle outward in slightly different directions, like a round bouquet of 

anemones bundled at the stem. Peering with her mosaic vision through 
the cover slip, objective lens and eye piece of the microscope and meeting 
my simple camera-type eye at the other side of this instrument, needed to 
observe her well in the first place. The objective lenses, knobs and LED’s 
compensating for my eye’s restrictions. In the future perhaps even replaced 
by one of those recently invented digital cameras, hemispherical and made up 
of countless micro lenses embedded in a flexible mesh.



Behavior:  Performing
Description:  Fast-paced movements of mandibles. Flexing in an unprecedented motion. 
  Increased heartrate as if performing on the microscope stage, lit up from 
  below the stage and via the stage opening. Or perhaps these behaviors are 
  caused by the discomfort created by the strong light and resulting heat.

Behavior:  Reflecting
Description:  Staring back into the microscope once more. Twitching her compound eye. 
  Seemingly aware of what she, an extraordinarily large animal for the   
  microworld, is in the macroworld, to me.
  A Daphnia, commonly known as water flea.
  To the naked eye: A jumpy dot in the water.
  A filter feeder that swims with her antennae. 
  The animal with the most genes. 
  Live fish food, freeze-dried and distributed in plastic bags. An entertaining 
  educational tool in a science museum. A subject ideal for biology students  
 due to their transparent and responsive nature. Useful to observe the effects  
 of alcohol, nicotine and caffeine. Looking at the increased heartbeat when 
  exposed to the latter. Filter coffee for a filter feeder. To see food travelling 
  down her gut. A plastic bag filled with organs. A great gauge to test water 
  quality. An organism of choice for researchers to study their plastic response 
  to thermal differences, and to investigate host-parasite relationships. And if 
  she is very lucky, the movie star in a documentary. Narrated by a famous or an 
  unknown human narrator.

  Born to be a nature documentary star and a model organism. Or a non-model 
  organism: An individual of a species of brittle star whose body was believed  
 to be one big compound eye. A dried rotifer sent off to space, reactivated  
 with lettuce juice and returned frozen. A volume-optimizing origami bellows  
 for harsh environments. A resting egg in an ephippium, surrounded by  
 a protective casing. Development suspended. A time capsule sinking to the 
  bottom of a weedy pond to stay there between one season and 700 years, 
  waiting for favorable circumstances. Covered by sediment until extracted as 
  part of a sediment core. A flexible connection between times. The ambient  
 temperature and sound filtered by the enclosure, providing a comfortable  
 stability of temperature and a muffled echo. Like the adaptive bellows 
 protecting the joint of an articulated bus. A flexible structure stuck between 
  two rigid sections. Increasing the bus’s capacity while ensuring smooth twists 
  and turns to maintain passenger comfort. From its bulkhead mount and 
  capture strip to the roof cover or false ceiling. Her upper hip boot mounting. 
  Tongue in groove extrusion mounting. Fastener free pocket. A belly that 
  continuously flexes and protects. Or a jet bridge suspended between a 
  terminal and plane. The automatic leveler adapting the bridge, also termed 
  ‘finger’, to the fluctuating height of the plane that rises and sinks according to 
  the changing weight caused by people entering or leaving. Constantly shifting 
  slightly to adapt to its passengers. It’s canopy folding as the skin covering the 
  knuckles of my fingers does when I move them to adjust the microscope.

Behavior: Fainting
Description:  Lethargically spinning. Locomotory functions visibly compromised and too  
 dull now to be starring in a feature length documentary. A squeak of the  
 antennae. Signs of despair and finally, fainting at the exact moment that was  
 anticipated, out of consideration for my expectation. 
  Or perhaps out of pity.
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YouTube video’s to be viewed with the sound muted 
 
 
 
1. Coupling 
Class 380 coupling     –     137k views     –     12 years ago 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySZtLmS59YY 
- 00.25 – 01.10  
 
 
2. Folding bellows origin 
Bellows by PEI mobility     –     410 views     –     1 year ago 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZkDJuUyKu8 
- 00.00 – 00.25  
- 01.05 – 01.38 (A rain simulation) 
 
 
3. Scooping up organisms 
PONAR Grab Sampler     –     6.4k views     –     4 years ago 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rYSg8Zd3Ks 
 
 
4. The Daphnia 
Daphnia     –     448 views     –     6 years ago 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFMm7xvbJYE 
→ 06.30 – 07.30 (A beating heart, a compound eye) 
 
 
5. Collecting mud samples 
Multicorer Test Video     –     4k views     –     11 years ago 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRt2icfYYZ0 
 
 
6. Daphnia trapped in a timelapse 
Temperature effects on the speed of growth – Daphnia magna timelapse     –     3.8k views     –     2 years ago 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxB5h84ygC0 
- 00.45 – 01.30 (A timelapse of water fleas in confined spaces) 
 
 
7. Folding and space 
MythBusters Folding Paper Seven plus times     –     3.3M views     –     10 years ago 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65Qzc3_NtGs 
- 0.17 – 00.31 (A timelapse of people folding a large sheet) 
 
 
8. Highly compressable origami bellows for harsh environments 
Kreslin Origami Pattern Rendered Simulation     –     2.9k views     –     2 years ago 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1bBO9CMnpw 
 
 
9. Uncoupling 
Siemens Class 380 train Uncoupling     –     65k views     –     12 years ago 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYR8_4LL0GU 
 




